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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §\;1.56 and in 



accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO 1449. 



The references have been discussed in detail on pages 2 to 5 of the ii 



specification. 



This IDS is being filed before the issuance of a first Office Actio] 
Applicant has identified what it believes to be English language"counfeipm^ s toTKe 



0 5 of the instant 

1 



NOV 0 1 2002 



references as follows: 



1 



i 



WO 99/19413 U.S. Patent No. 6,376,038 

EP 0 204 970 A2 U.S. Patent No. 4,888,124 

WO 99/58590 Canadian Application No. 2,327,615A 

EP 0 922 720 A U.S. Patent No. 6,348,548 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that the copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such 
information has been considered. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or 
that information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in § 1.56(b), 
or that any cited document listed or attached is (or constitutes) prior art. Unless otherwise 
indicated, the date of publication indicated for an item is taken from the face of the item and 
Applicant(s) reserve(s) the right to prove that the date of publication is in fact different. 

If any fees or charges are deemed required at this time in connection with the 
application, the same may be charged to our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit Account No. 
03-2412. 



Respectfully submitted, 

COHEN, PONTANI, LIEBERMAN & PAVANE 




Vincent M. Fazzari, Reg. No. 26,879 
551 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1210 
New York, New York 10176 
(212) 687-2770 



Dated: October 21, 2002 
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